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Editorial Notes
Michelle M. Hanna*
In this age of growing specialization, Iowa
State's new species tracking program is enabling
fourth year veterinary students to streamline their
education. The class of 1993 will be the first to try
the new fourth year curriculum recently approved
by the University Faculty Senate. This tracking
program will allow students to spend their time
and energy in their speci'fic areas of interest by
choosing small animal, food animal and/or equine
block options. The actual program in the way it
was passed is shown on the foiiowing page.
The reactions to this curriculum change have
been unsurprisingly mixed. However, after some
initial apprehension, most students and faculty
have come to see how advantageous a program
such as this one will be. I thought Iwould take this
opportunity to explore some of the benefits, as
well as the concerns, in allowing students to play
a role in structuring their fourth year of veterinary
school. The biggest concern among many is that
students will be cheating themselves ofa diversified
education. Students may choose one block and
take all of their electives in that same block. For
exarnple, it is possible to take only small animal
rotations without taking any large animal or equine
ones. On the contrary, I think this could be a
definite benefit. Students who are relatively certain
of their areas of interest have the opportunity to
pursue them in depth by repeating pertinent
rotations. If someone prefers a mixed course of
studies, including all species, he/she has that
opportunity,too. The required block insures that
every student gets some multi-species experience.
An issue that coincides with this one is whether
aveterinarian should be licensed to treat a.1I species
if he/she has tracked senior year and has little
hands-on experience with some species. I would
like to point out that we have spent three years
studying all species. More importantly, our
education here in veterinary school is only the
beginning. Continuing education is a vital part of
every veterinarian's career and should be utilized
to its fullest extent as a time to expand one's
knowledge in speci'fic areas of interest.
*Michelle M. Hanna is a third year student in the
College of Veterinary Medicine at Iowa State
University.
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That brings me to address the next concern of
many: "What if Ichange my mind after graduation?"
My answer to this is simple: "Plan for it now!" if
you think this might happen, take rotations in
every block. And, always remember, this will not
be your only chance in life to learn.
Finally, an issue on every student's mind is
national board exams, which currently are not
species oriented. This is understandable; however,
let me remind you, once again, that we have spent
three 'full years studying many species. We may
not have the practical experience which is provided
to us senior year, but we should have had most of
the information at one point or another. With the
previous system, there was no way to take every
rotation before boards anyway. For example, a
person might take boards in Decenlber and not
have any equine rotations until the following Spring,
in which case the rotation would not have helped
in passing boards. What is the difference between
this person and the person who elects not to take
any equine rotations at all? It appears to be a case
of six of one or half a dozen of another.
Hopefully, I have dispelled some of the rumors
that you may have heard regarding the "infamous"
changes going on here at ISU's Veterinary
Medicine College. Overall, I think species tracking
will help to make us all better veterinarians.
Whether your heart lies in small animal, food
animal, equine or mixed animal medicine, this
tracking program gives everyone the opportunity
to gain more experience in his/her species of
interest before graduation. Who knows, maybe
this increased experience will make us more
marketable?! Practicing veterinarians I have
spoken with have made very encouraging renlarks
including, "I wish I would have had the same
opportunity."
Outstanding advances are being made in
veterinary medicine today, and with these come a
growing amount of information to learn. We must
define our goals earlier if we ever are to do
anything other than scratch the surface. There
will always be a need for mixed animal practitioners,
but there is also an ever-increasing demand for
specialists in virtually all aspects of society,
including veterinary medicine.
Iowa State University Veterinarian
Veterinary Medicine Fourth Year Curriculum
The fourth year of the veterinary medicine curriculum is designed to be flexible and to provide for
species tracking. Students are expected to complete 38 credits during their fourth year. They must take
a required block and at least one option block. The remainder of fourth year credits are acquired by
selected additional option blocks and/or clinical electives. Generally, 1credit is earned for each full week
of clinical participation.
The required block is 14 weeks in duration. It consists of the clinical services anesthesiology (3Cr),
radiology (3Cr), necropsy (1 Cr), intensive care/emergency medicine (4Cr), clinical pathology (1 Cr) and
public health (1 Cr). These service rotations are multi-species oriented and exist in all types of clinical
practice.
The option blocks are species-oriented. The options are Small Animal, Food Animal, and Equine.
Each student is required to select at least one option block. A student wishing to concentrate on a certain
species could repeat one of the species option blocks. Students wishing to pursue a general or mixed
track could select several different options and clinical electives.
The maximum number of clinical elective credits that can be taken is 10. Up to 6 of the 10 clinical
electives can be earned at government agencies, research laboratories, and other university hospitals.
A production medicine elective is offered as an 8 week elective once each year. As many as 6 of the
clinical electives can be applied toward the general curriculum requirement of 12 electives.
All fourth year students are required to participate in ves 495 Ser11inar and to give one piesentation.
The rotation components of the required and option blocks are presented immediately below:
Required Block:
Course Title Credits
VCS 466 Anesthesiology 3
VCS460 Radiology 3
VPth 456 Necropsy 1
VMPM 485 Clinical Microbiology 1
VCS 468 Intensive Care/Emergency Medicine 4
VPth 457 Clinical Pathology 1
VMPM 486 Public Health 1
Small Animal Option:
Course Title Credits
VCS455 Soft Tissue Surgery 2
VCS 456 Orthopedic Surgery 2
VCS 453 Internal Medicine I 3
VCS 454 Internal Medicine" 3
VCS 469 Ophthalmology 2
Food Animal Option:
Course Title Credits
VCS 459 Food Animal Medicine/Surgery 2
VCS 467 Field Services 2
VCS 461 Theriogenology 2
VPth 455 Diagnostic Laboratory 2
Equine Option:
Course Title Credits
VCS 457 Equine Medicine 2
VCS 458 Equine Surgery 2
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